A note about animals

East Texas including Henderson County experiences problems with large numbers of
dumped, stray and feral animals and Wildewood is no exception. The Henderson County
Animal Control Ordinance provides the following definitions and information:

e Owner/Custodian shall mean any person, firm or corporation who has right or
property in an animal or who harbors an animal or allows an animal to remain
about their premises for a period of at least four (4) consecutive days.

e Harboring shall mean the act of keeping and caring for an animal or of providing a
premise to which the animal returns for food, shelter, or care for a period of four
(4) consecutive days.

e Every owner/custodian of a dog or cat three (3) months of age or older shall have
such animals vaccinated against rabies and shall then vaccinate each dog or cat
with a booster shot within twelve (12) months after the initial shot and then again as
often as the vaccine manufacturer recommends.

The long and short of it is, if you are feeding an animal for 4 days or more, you are assuming
ownership/custodianship of that animal and can be held responsible for violating
applicable laws/county ordinances as well as being held responsible for any damage done
by the animal(s). Each dog or cat must have a current rabies vaccination.

The entire Henderson County Animal Control Ordinance is available on
www.wildewoodliving.com under Info > Helpful Info. Please direct any questions to
Animal Control at the Henderson County Sheriff's Office at 903-675-5128.

Dogs

e Henderson County does have a leash law, and owners can be cited for animals at
large if dogs are off the owner’s property and not on a leash and/or are not currently
vaccinated for rabies

e Specialregulations exist for dangerous dogs, please read the Animal Control
Ordinance

Cats

e Henderson County is not currently impounding loose cats, but owner/custodians
must keep all cats in their care current on their rabies vaccinations and can be held
responsible for damages cats cause to other properties

e Ifyou are feeding animals outdoors, please ensure food is not left out fora
prolonged period or overnight as it attracts rats



Henderson County currently advises property owners to file charges against the animals’
owner or custodian in Small Claims Court to seek compensation if animals damage their

property.

Spay neuter assistance

Snippet Clinic is now taking appointments again
https://spcaeasttx.com/spayneuter-services/ 903-592-7705

Animal Protection League 903-440-3869
http://www.aplspayneuter.org/Locations.html

Dehart Vet Services https://www.dehartvetservices.com/ 903-590-7722
Adopt a Barn Cat https://www.facebook.com/p/Adopt-a-Barn-Cat-

100089453602246/ provides low cost spay/neuter for feral cats which are trapped
through Friends of the Animals https://friendsoftheanimals.org/ in Gun Barrel City
903-887-PETS (7387)

What can everyone do?

If you have suggestions about how Henderson County Government can help

with the Animal Control problem please contact our Precinct 3 Commissioner

Chuck McHam’s office at (903) 676-6317 or County Judge Wade McKinney’s

office at (903) 675-6120 and share your thoughts on how the situation could be

improved.

If you’d like to donate money to help others pay for spay/neuter please contact a

board member, we can help connect you to those who need help

If you are an owner/custodian, spay/neuter and rabies vaccinate animals in your

care and take steps to prevent them from damaging others’ property such as

keeping them confined to your property

Ensure skirting or other materials are used to prevent entry of animals under your

home or storage buildings to reduce the places that animals can live and breed

If animals are damaging your property

e Some people have success with “cat away” type products

e Motion-activated sprinkler systems are available that may deter cats or wildlife

e [fyou know who the owner/custodian of the animals is, let them know your
property is being damaged and how so they understand the results of letting
animals roam off their property



